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PRESIDENT REPORT – AGM 2022 

 
Research and reviews over the past 12 months have highlighted the emotional strain Australian 
nurses, doctors and healthcare workers have faced throughout the COVID-19 Pandemic.  Living 
and working in one of the biggest global crises in generations has revealed that the current 
workforce is less willing to work than before and resources are stressed out and stretched too 
thin.  All of us during 2022 have either been exposed to COVID-19 virus or worried about exposing 
our loved ones and struggling with parenting or looking after elder family members, 
subsequently the burden has led to increased fatigue and burnout.  The ACORN Qld Management 
Committee has also struggled in the past 12 months with deciding how to best serve our 
membership.  Keeping in mind that the ACORN Conference was initially planned in 2022 to be 
held on the Gold Coast. Then came the news of changing the format from face-to-face 
conference to virtual and it was then the ACORN Qld management committee negotiated with 
ACORN national and amended our MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) with ACORN for ALL 
members to have FREE access to the ACORN 2022 Virtual Conference Education Day.  The free 
virtual “platform” education days included 

 21st May – Quality and Safety 
 23 July – Advanced practice Nursing 
 24 Sept – Leadership and Mentoring 
 26 Nov – Health and Wellbeing 

In the first quarter of the year the Committee also realised that the association was reaching an 
important milestone and set about planning the 50 Year Jubilee celebration.  The association or 
group was originally formed in 1972 with a few members and Queensland was one of the state 
perioperative associations that was involved in organising the first national conference in 1977.  
The association was initially known as the Queensland Operating Room Nurses Association 
(QORN) and later the Perioperative Nurses Association of Queensland (PNAQ).  Keeping in mind 
the COVID-19 concerns it was agreed a single day event would be planned for October 15th, 2022, 
rather than a two-day event or conference.  Gathering our history was the next priority for the 
committee and in April the Committee agreed to engage an experienced perioperative nurse 
researcher and historian, Carollyn Williams to be our editor and gather our history and work 
towards preparing a commemorative document/journal for publishing in 2023.  The committee 
also engaged the assistance of a graphic designer to assist with developing a special 50th 
Anniversary Logo, which will enable some commemorative merchandise to be available to 
current and former members.  I would also like to thank two past Presidents, Ruth Melville and 
Ailsa Gillett for their support in organising the program, contacting previous executive members 
and past presidents, as well as sorting, collating documents, newsletters, photos and the like for 
Carollyn our Editor to catalogue.   
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In mid-May, at the Virtual ACORN AGM, we said thank you and farewell to Donna Stephens for her 
service and commitment on the ACORN Board as ACORN Qld Director for the past four years.  
ACORN Qld extends our heartfelt thanks to Donna and appreciates the role of Director has been 
a challenging time with predominant virtual meetings and embedding change from a functioning 
working committee Board to one of policy and governance.  Our successful incoming ACORN Qld 
Director, Justine Vost is no stranger to the ACORN Qld committee having previously served as 
Secretary, Conference Committee and Communication support on ACORN Qld committee.   
 
Our membership during 2022 has also declined from approx. 900 members in the first quarter to 
approx. 750 currently.  This decline is certainly related to the persistent and tireless effects of 
COVID-19 on all nurses but especially perioperative nurses who have experienced fluctuations in 
elective surgery bookings and a range of Tier responses to cope with influx of unwell patients 
that has regularly required elective surgery beds to be converted to medical beds.    Hospital 
waiting lists for elective surgery have increased substantially and this further reduces the morale 
of the clinicians and managers alike.    
 
Moving forward the ACORN Qld Management Committee is committed to advocating, endorsing, 
and achieving a comprehensive membership that offers Queensland perioperative nurses’ access 
to quality education, contemporary training resources, webinars, and most importantly access to 
perioperative standards, and professional advocacy.  For this to occur it will require a significant 
amount of communication and collaboration with ACORN National.  To this end the Committee 
has met with the ACORN CEO, Rebecca East to discuss the next steps and transition process to 
achieve this goal.   It is an exciting time for ACORN Qld, and I look forward to updating you re the 
progress of this initiative.  
 
I would also like to recognise and acknowledge the ACORN Qld Committee members during the 
past 12 months and express my appreciation for their support. 

 Caitlin Knell – Treasurer 
 Joanne Lawler – Secretary from Nov 2021 to June 2022 
 Kathy Herrick – Committee member from Nov 2021 to June 2022, Secretary from June 2022 
 Belinda McEvoy – Committee member 
 Danielle Torrisi – Committee member 
 Simone Ohlin – Committee member 
 Simone Platzke – Committee member to May 2022 
 Donna Stevens – ACORN Qld Director to May 2022 
 Justine Vost – ACORN Qld Director from May 2022 

 
Warmest Regards 
Joy Jensen 
ACORN Qld President 2022 
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SECRETARY REPORT – AGM 2022 
Serving on this committee has been both an eye opener and a privilege as the new kid on the 
block.  With over thirty years of perioperative nursing under my belt I have always been an avid 
follower and champion of ACORN and ACORN Queensland.  I now have a greater respect for those 
committee members who have come before me, paving the way and embedding a greater future 
for perioperative nursing in Queensland.  
 
2022 has not been without its ups and downs.  I believe as a group that we have grown to be able 
to face adversity and challenge, becoming stronger as we adjust and adapt.  On-line meetings 
are now a regular event and we no longer face difficulties such as the tyranny of distance 
although it is wonderful to get that chance for face-to-face activities.  I am eagerly awaiting our 
50th jubilee celebrations and hope to connect once again with some old and new faces. 
 
I would like to both acknowledge and thank Joanne Lawler for the work she delivered prior to her 
resignation in May 2022, and look forward to another year as ACORN Queensland secretary. 
 
Kathryn Herrick 
Secretary, ACORN Queensland 
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TREASURER REPORT – AGM 2022 
As the President’s report highlights we have had a significant drop in memberships. I am thankful 
for the decisions made in earlier years to transition to Member Management System Member 
Jungle and other online services. This I believe has allowed ACORN QLD to weather the loss of 150 
financial members without a move into the red for the 2021/2022 financial year. 
 
This year ACORN QLD has been using: 

 Xero and Hubdoc for our accounting software, 
 Tick-Tock Office Solutions for our Book Keepers, 
 Wilson & Wilson for our Auditor and, 
 ANZ as our bank. 

 
There is a declining trend in the overall financial state of ACORN QLD as can be seen below. 
 

 
Since 2020 there has been a gradual decrease in monthly income. 

 
As can be observed in the below graph, ACORN QLD income is very cyclic. 
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Cyclic income is evident in this monthly graph. This is caused by Capitation and a large number of 

member renewals in March/April every year. 
 
ACORN QLD finished the 2020/2021 financial year with a total profit of $34,820.33 and in the 
2021/2022 financial year, the total profit was $24,364.20. This is a declining trend and should be 
taken seriously however, ACORN QLD does not intend on being profitable but to give back to its 
members. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 

 
Caitlin Knell 
ACORN QLD Treasurer 
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